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sighted policy*** This condemnation of the later Ming emperors is
interesting because in his early propaganda Sun extolled the Mings,
without qualification, and attributed all the disasters of modern
China to the Manchus. It is the chief evil of propaganda that it
must be concise.
The oration then recounted the seizure of power by the Manchus
and their harsh government: "Alas for our Chinese people, who
crouched in corners and listened with startled ears, deprived of
power of utterance, and with tongues glued to their mouths, for
their lives were past saving5*. After more of this blackening of the
Manchu dynasty a new note was sounded: "The Chinese race of
today may be degenerate, but it is descended from mighty men of
old. How should it endure that the spirits of the great dead should*-
be insulted by the everlasting visitation of this scourge? Then did
patriots arise like a whirlwind, or like a cloud which is suddenly
manifested in the firmament." The deeds of the patriots were told,
a catalogue of failures, ending in success:
"An earthquake shook the barbarian court of Peking, and it was smitten
with a paralysis. To-day it has at last restored the government to the Chinese
people, and the five races of Giina may dwell together in peace and mutual
trust. Let us joyfully give thanks. How could we have attained this measure
of victory had not your Majesty's soul in heaven bestowed upon us your
protecting influence? . * * We are initiating the example to Eastern Asia of
a republican form of government; success comes early or late to those who
strive, but the good are surely rewarded in the end. Why then should we,
repine to-day that victory has tarried long?
"I have heard that in the past many would-be deliverers of their country
have ascended this lofty mound wherein is your sepulchre. It has served to
them as a holy inspiration. As they looked down upon the surrounding rivers,
and upward to the hills, under an alien sway, they wept in the bitterness of
their hearts, but to-day their sorrow is turned Into joy. The spiritual influences
of your grave at Nanking have come once more into their own. The dragon
crouches IB majesty as of old, and the tiger surveys his domain and his ancient
capital. Everywhere a beautiful repose doth reign. Your legions line the
approaches to the sepulchre; a noble host stands expectant. Your people
have come here to-day to inform your Majesty of the final victory. May
this lofty shrine wherein you rest gain fresh lustre from to-day's event, and
may your example inspire your descendants in the times which are to come.
Spirit! Accept this offeiing!"ii*
When the ceremony was over Sun Yat-sen was speechless with emo-
tion. After a few moments he spoke briefly of China's new freedom,
and the western atmosphere was then recaptured with three cheers for
the President of the Republic, An eye-witness said, "the cheering was